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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MTN, ETRD, GATT 

SUBJECT: MEETING OE TARIFFS GROUP POSTPONED 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: GATT SECRETARIAT HAS ISSUED 
AIRGRAM 1355 DATED 7 MARCH 1977 WHICH STATES "ON THE BASIS 
OF DISCUSSIONS WITH SEVERAL DELEGATIONS, THE CHAIRMAN OF 
GROUP 'TARIFFS' HAS CONCLUDED THAT IT WOULD BE PREMATURE 
TO HOLD THE NEXT MEETING OF THE GROUP IN MARCH AS EARLIER 
PLANNED. A NEW DATE WILL BE SET FOLLOWING CONSULTATIONS." 
END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: COMMENT: IN THE ABSENCE 

OF DECISIONS AMONG THE KEY COUNTRIES TO NARROW DIFFERENCES, 
A MARCH MEETING OF THE TARIFES GROUP WOULD HAVE SERVED NO 
USEFUL PURPOSE AND COULD HAVE BEEN HARMFUL TO U.S. 

INTERESTS IF LDCS USED OCCASTION TO SEEK EURTHER DC 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MTNGE 01704 081633Z 

COMMITMENTS ON SPECIAL AND DIFEERENTIAL TREATMENT 
FOR LDCS. NEITHER U.S. NOR ANY OTHER KEY COUNTRY 
SOUGHT POSTPONEMENT BUT THEY SHARED VIEW THAT MEETING 
SHOULD NOT BE HELD IN MARCH. WALKER 
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